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1. Summary

2020 Fourth year B.Arch  Habitat Design Studio from SMEF’s Brick School of Architecture

collaborated with the M.S. in Sustainable Design Studio  from Jefferson University (Philadelphia

University + Thomas Jefferson University). This collaboration studio was conducted for a

semester starting from August to November 2020. The Evidence based design approach

followed during this collaboration led to outstanding student outcomes for a Netzero Affordable

Habitat design project.

2. Introduction and objectives

Welcoming a new era in architecture; an era where new forms of technology and new ideas of

design changes the way we communicate with our environments, where sustainability is more

crucial than ever before, an era, where creativity beckons and fortune favors the bold - this year

our fourth year Habitat studio  (2020) from SMEF’s Brick school of Architecture collaborated

with the award winning MS in Sustainable Design  program studio at Jefferson University

(Philadelphia University + Thomas Jefferson University). This collaboration has exposed the
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students to an “Evidence based Design” , a different and sensitive approach to housing. Prof.

Robert Fleming, Director of  MS in Sustainable Design Program at Jefferson University  shares

with the students his expert insights on the Guiding Principles  to Sustainable Design and

achieving benchmarks for  a “Net zero Building”.

Joint reviews and validations by the studio faculty and students team from both Brick School of

Architecture  and  Jefferson University  at all stages  encourages the students to a new approach

of working towards the trade-off between the net-zero parameters and  design strategies in

achieving environmentally sustainable housing.

3. Methodology- By Thomas Jefferson University

Professor Fleming began teaching full time at Jefferson in 1996 where he developed the first
undergraduate sustainable design studio which ran until 2007. In 2007, He co-founded the Master of
Science in Sustainable Design and assumed the position of Program Director. The Program received the
United States Green Building Council's Excellence in Education award. In 2012, the program received the
National Institute for Building Science's award for "Best High Performance Building Initiative" in the USA.
Professor Fleming received the University's President's Award for Teaching Excellence.

The methods adopted in the collaboration studio was based on his latest book Sustainable Design Basics
which is published by Wiley.

The above diagram indicates the methods adopted at MS sustainable design studio in Thomas
Jefferson University.
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4. Methodology for collaboration Studio - By SMEF’s Brick school of Architecture

As the Studio was to be conducted for undergraduate students parallely with Masters Students,
our design team adopted a slightly different approach. Students were introduced to a primary
induction course about Habitat design and Sustainability as a part of early preparations. There
were few additional inputs taken by Ar. Robert Fleming.

The above diagrams indicate the collaborative methods adopted at 4th year B.Arch Habitat
Design Studio in SMEF’s Brick School of Architecture, Pune.
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a. Email Communication with Prof Rob (TJ)

All the communications done between BSOA and TJ
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Following are few crucial correspondence between BSOA and TJ

Invitation to Thomas Jefferson  for collaboration with Brick School of architecture

Acceptance to the invitation by Thomas Jefferson  for collaboration with Brick School of architecture

Corresponding email from Brick school of architecture
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Sharing of documents and methodology with the links to students work as a reference by TJ.
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Invitation Zoom meeting to Prof. Rob by BSOA for Input on Site inventory.

Correspondence for:
1. An input by on Spatial Relationship 45mins
2. Review of students work on site and case-study 45 mins by Prof. Rob
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Input on How to use Sefaira by Prof. Rob.

Concluding email thanking Prof. Rob for his valuable contribution in the collaboration with BSOA
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b. Week Wise Input schedule as per lesson plan
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5. Summary of Inputs taken during Collaborations with Thomas Jefferson University:

a. Introduction and Guiding Principles
This was the first interaction of the students with Prof. Robert Flemming. Since this input was organised
to set the tone for the projects in both studios, the input was aimed to introduce the ideas of sustainable
design with respect to the global context of Climate change. We conducted an input of around 45 min.
followed by group discussions in groups of 5 students each..

The Guiding principles were introduced and a similar matrix was given to students for group discussion.
At the culmination, the students were equipped with basic understanding of how to come up with their
own guiding principles for their respective projects.
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b. Project  Context: Site Inventory & Analysis:
This input was taken up by Prof. Rob for all the tutors. Intention of this input was to do a thorough site
analysis where one has to discuss the project context at site level and at ward/ district level based on four
Perspectives: 1) System, 2) Performance 3) Culture and 4) Experience .Based on this input a separate Site
inventory template was generated for the students of Brick school, which would help them to do a site
analysis. Since we were giving this presentation to fourth year students, we tried to make the parameters
simpler for their own understanding. We also focused on the advanced skill set of Presentation tools. We
also shared the common graphics which were used to make their group level presentations for site
inventory, to make everyone's presentation standardised so that it's easier to understand and assimilate.
Prof. Rob also shared the following pre recorded lecture so that it can be helpful for us to make our input
session based on the same. https://vimeo.com/452699309

c. Preliminary planning: Setting Up Goals

During this Input, one of the M.S. student Ms. Kajal Patil from Thomas Jeferson University tried to
explain her project and explained how she was able to set up Goals using various benchmarks.

Since the climatic conditions and construction methods are different for both the sites, we discussed how
we can do benchmarking for performances and energy efficiency for Indian Conditions. We also
deliberated that for sake of analysing the design capabilities of fourth year students we added a new layer
of spatial efficiency. Many real time standards were discussed amongst tutors and certain goals were set
for students such that they don't exceed in common built up areas within housing projects.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WvVwXW6rJ1tlcRFwkp5-ztqGD-AlAob555qqyMa1mFo/edit#
gid=1268238933
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d. Preliminary Design and Passive Design: Building location, Orientation &
Daylighting

Prior to this the Thomas Jefferson university arranged or free students subscription for Sketch up plug-in
Safaira. This was an eye opener session as the students were asked to create a small 3D of their own
individual unit plans and these were then tried to assess using the simulations of Safaira. Professor Robert
showed students how different orientation , window sizing and shading arrangements can affect the
Daylighting and thermal comfort in the different unit plans.

This session was followed up by a case study of a project done by Prof. Robert which showcases how
energy performance of buildings can be made more and more efficient following each step . Since this
was constructed with Indian materials and using Indian construction techniques, there was a fruitful
session discussing the same aspects.
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6. Tools used:

a. Use of ICT (Information and Communication Technology) tools in teaching along
with a input video recording by Prof. Robert Fleming

Above diagram shows how we conduct our studios throughout the week and which tools are used for
online teaching and communication with students.Following video show a small clip of our
collaboration studio.Please click here for watching online teaching demonstration video

15
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b. Addressing student diversity

Prior to the semester we identified three types of learners in our students. based on their abilities we
created various assignments focussing all types of learners.

7. Documentation of students’ work

Exploration 1: Zeroth Week
● Katha- Movie Review

● Know your Habitat

● Exploring Unit plan, floor plans & Volumetric understanding.

i. Aim of the exercise: Understanding tangible and intangibles in a habitat

ii. Method adopted and duration: to select one frame from the movie and express
their observations. Total Duration: 3 weeks (Individual assignments :1/2 week
(each))

iii. Expectations from Students: Write up in 250 words with selected frame (image)
+ Analysing your own home + Designing 3 options of unit, floor plan & its
volumetric understanding.

iv. Format for Output: Google doc file + Google slide + Google slide (tools used:
AutoCAD & sketch up)

v. Summary with basic observations: great work. Some students were observed to
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have common observations.

vi. Example of a good work (considered as good work) –

Student name: Yash Challani

Student name: Akshay Bafna

17



Fourth year term 1/ Habitat Studio / Girija Indulkar, Ninad Rewatkar/ 2020-21

Student name: Dhairav Chedda
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Student name: Aniket Tayade

Exploration 2: Esquee-
● Eco-Niwas Samhita competition

i. Aim of the exercise: Understanding criteria explained ENS cell. To compete in a
national competition.

ii. Method adopted and duration: Learning: Two-day training and awareness
program on Eco Niwas Samhita” in association with BEE and GIZ on 18th &
19th December 2020.

Outcomes: To design one Residential Project Tower on a given site and showcase
the calculation based on the two-day training workshop conducted by ENS cell
Total Duration: 1 weeks

iii. Expectations from Students: Group Presentation of 12 slides

iv. Format for Output: Google slide / PowerPoint presentation.
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v. Summary with basic observations: great work. Some student groups were
shortlisted for national level competition

vi. Example of a good work (considered as good work) – Group Assignment
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Exploration 3: Habitat Design
● Site Analysis,
● Case Study Analysis,
● DBD,
● Spatial Efficiency Calculation
● Net Zero Strategies & Safaira Simulations
● Master plan
● Floor plans

● Unit plans
● Site Sections and End Wall Sections
● Site Elevations
● Services and Landscape Plans
● Details
● 3D Model and Renderings

Note: Group Assignments marked in Blue.

i. Expectations from Students: One individual presentation of 30 slides
ii. Format for Output: Google slide / PowerPoint presentation.

iii. Summary with basic observations: Great work. Some students work was displayed to the
students of Thomas Jefferson University

iv. Example of a good work (considered as excellent work) – Atharva Ghawlakar
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v. Example of a good work (considered as excellent work) – Aniket Tayade
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vi. Example of a good work (considered as excellent work) – Pallavi Dhawale

29
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vii. Example of a good work (considered as average work) – Rujuta Killedar
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viii. Example of a good work (considered as below average work) – Harshada Khaire
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8. Summary with basic observations –

Student Feedback:
“ We enjoyed this new way of learning but we definitely missed having one on one interaction
with our faculties and friends on campus.”

Faculty Feedback:
“We thoroughly enjoyed the new way of online teaching and learning. This is the first time that

we collaborated on our design semester with an internationally acclaimed University. Our
students also participated in a national level competition called the ENS competition. It was a
great learning experience for us while handling various online tools or teaching.” Design Team.
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International Collaboration with Coop Himmelblau for a certificate 

course on Parametric Architecture: 
 
A highlight of the course was the one-week long program in collaboration with coop 
Himmelblau, a renowned international firm, based in Austria. Focused on long-span 
structures, particularly airport terminal roof design, this collaboration provided students with a 
unique opportunity to apply their theoretical knowledge in a real-world context. The objectives 
of the workshop included parametric thinking, considerations for long-span structures, 
integration of structural aesthetics, and the utilization of AI for concept development. 
 
1. Proposal Objectives for Long Span Structures: 
The culmination of this topic involved students developing proposals for long-span structures 
based on inputs from Coop Himmelblau. The objectives of these proposals included 
incorporating parametric thinking, addressing the specific challenges of long-span structures, 
ensuring structural aesthetics, and utilizing AI for concept development. This practical exercise 
allowed students to synthesize their learning and apply it to a real-world design scenario. 
 
2. In-Depth Understanding of Architectural and Constructional Detailing: 
Recognizing the importance of architectural and constructional detailing in the design process, 
the course sought to instil in students a profound understanding of its significance, especially 
for large-span structures. Special attention was given to the detailed design aspects 
concerning structural integrity, aesthetics, and functionality. This involved exploring complex 
roof structures and architectural detailing that not only supported the functionality of long-span 
structures but also contributed to their visual appeal. 
 
3. Technical Aspects of Integrating Services within Structural Frameworks: 
A crucial component of the curriculum was dedicated to imparting knowledge about the 
technical intricacies of integrating services within the structural framework of buildings. 
Students were guided through the complexities of ensuring that services, ranging from 
electrical and plumbing to HVAC systems, seamlessly integrated with the overarching 
structural design. This included a comprehensive understanding of how services impact 
structural integrity and functionality. 
 
4. Innovative Approaches to Long-Span Structures: 
To cultivate a mind-set of exploration and innovation, the course encouraged students to 
explore inventive approaches to stretch the limits of long-span structures. Emphasis was 
placed on pushing the boundaries of conventional design thinking, challenging students to 
conceptualize and implement novel ideas that enhance both the functionality and aesthetic 
appeal of large-span structures. 
 
5. Parametric Thinking and AI Tools for Structural Enhancement: 
Recognizing the role of technology in modern architectural practice, the curriculum integrated 
parametric thinking and the use of AI tools. Students were equipped with the skills to leverage 
parametric design thinking, allowing them to explore dynamic and responsive designs for long-
span structures. Additionally, the course delved into the application of artificial intelligence 
tools to enhance structural behaviour while ensuring optimal material efficiency. 
 
The planning of learning activities for the Advanced Building Construction and Services course 
was a meticulous process aimed at achieving the dual objectives of theoretical understanding 
and practical application. By combining traditional lectures with case studies, design projects, 
specialized modules, and practical demonstrations, students were not only educated about 
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advanced building construction but were also equipped to integrate this knowledge seamlessly 
into their architectural endeavours. The course provided a solid foundation for future architects 
and construction professionals to navigate the complexities of modern building construction, 
ensuring they are well-prepared to address the challenges of the industry.  
 
In conclusion, the Advanced Building Construction and Services course not only aimed to 
meet the core objectives of educating students about advanced structural systems and 
materials but also went above and beyond to foster a deep understanding of architectural and 
constructional detailing, encourage innovation in long-span structures, and integrate cutting-
edge technology into the design process. The collaboration with coop Himmelblau provided a 
unique and enriching experience, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and 
practical application in the dynamic field of building construction. 
Exercise 4: Presentation Including Case Study Analysis, Concept, Design, and 
Detailing of Airport Terminal Roof 
 
Objective: To showcase a comprehensive understanding of long-span structures, students 
presented their case study analysis, conceptual approach, design, and detailing of airport 
terminal roofs. 
Method Adopted: Each group prepared a detailed presentation covering all aspects of their 
airport terminal roof design. Presentations included case study analysis, conceptual 
frameworks, design rationale, and detailed construction and structural considerations. Peer 
review sessions were conducted to encourage constructive feedback and collaborative 
learning. 
Duration: The presentation exercise spanned one week. 
Teacher's Observation: The teacher assessed the depth and coherence of each group's 
presentation. Feedback focused on effective communication of concepts, clarity in design 
rationale, and the integration of structural considerations into the overall design. 
 
Exercise 5: Report Compilation on Long Span Steel Structures and Terminal Roof 
Design 
 
Objective: To document the collective understanding of long-span steel structures and 
terminal roof design, students compiled a comprehensive report. 
 
Method Adopted: Collaborated with Coop Himmelblau for insights into terminal roof design. 
Conducted a detailed study of various long-span structures to comprehend their structural 
behavior. Prepared a report encompassing a case study and construction detail sketches. 
Duration: The report compilation exercise spanned one week. 
Teacher's Observation: The teacher assessed the thoroughness and depth of the report, 
ensuring that it reflected a nuanced understanding of long-span structures. Feedback 
emphasized the importance of collaboration with Coop Himmelblau and the need for a well-
documented case study and sketches in the report. 
 

 

A representative work of a group is given here. 
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PERISCOPE_VIRTUAL MEET WITH TJU

Name of the Event: Virtual Lecture and Graduate Information Session

Date: Tuesday 30th November 2021 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm

Venue: Online webinar on Zoom platform

Guests: Barbara Klinkhammer, Dr. Peng Du, Suzanne Iseminger, Perry D’Amelio

2021-22_NOVEMBER_TJU WEBINAR/PERISCOPE PORTFOLIO
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Coordinated by: Ar. Shraddha Gurjar, Ar. Divya Mallavarapu

Objective: The event was organized in association with Thomas Jefferson University,
Philadelphia with the following objectives:

1. To discuss the collaboration opportunities with the university
2. To brief students about the courses and opportunities available in Thomas Jefferson

University

About the Guest:

Barbara Klinkhammer is the Dean and Professor at the College of Architecture and the Built
Environment, Thomas Jefferson University’s East Fall Campus. She led the event with Dr.
Peng Du who is currently an Assistant Professor and Director of both the Master of Urban
Design - Future Cities (MUD) and MS in Geospatial Technology for Geodesign programs at
the College of Architecture and Built Environment in the Thomas Jefferson University.

Brief of the Session:

The session was conducted in two parts. In the first part, all the collaboration opportunities
between the two institutes were discussed by the leadership while in the second session
students were briefed about the graduate programmes and scholarship at TJU.

Following points were discussed in the leadership session:

● Studio exchange
● Semester exchange where a student can travel to TJU for one semester
● Combined Masters Programme where a student can learn one year at Brick and one at

TJU. Construction Management can give the flexibility to design such programmes.
● Shorter exchange programmes like summer school, certificate programme
● Grant for live project
● Elective course
● Joint research projects
● Pre-cursor course for the post graduate programme where a student can get a sneak

peak into the entire course

The session opened up a lot of opportunities where the students from both the universities can
benefit from each other. The first important step to begin the collaboration was Umbrella
MOU to be signed by both the institutes.

The leadership session was followed by the session focused on the students. This session was
divided into three parts as follows:

1. Presentation by Dr. Peng Du on the topic: "Sustainable cities of the future:
Typology, Performance & Intelligence"

The session

2. Overview of the Graduate programs at TJU

2021-22_NOVEMBER_TJU WEBINAR/PERISCOPE PORTFOLIO
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3. Admission process, other formalities and QnA

List of people who attended :

The session was mainly attended by the fourth, fifth year students and a few alumni. Few
faculty  and students from the second and third year were also present. The list of attendees is
given below:

Burhanuddin Saifee sakshi Kaustubh Somshetti

Achyut Vanarse Heet Sanghvi siddharth

Rushali Rokade Aniket Tayade Aiswarya Prasad C

Atharva Sakore SAKSHI TALANKAR lalit

cheekoti vivek Aanchal Mugdiya Hrishikesh J

Aditya Kote Ar. Siddhant Sethi Twinkle Jadhav

Aman Shaikh Reva Doshi Sejal Lodha

Gaurav Mali Ar Jayalaxmi Deshmukh Vaishnavi Pawar

Anurakti Yadav Tanishq Siddhant Sethi

Harshraj pranav hake Vaishnavi Pawar

Harshul Oswal Hrishikesh J Akanksha

Rucha Kulkarni Atharva Kulkarni Vinit Kothari

Shreya K Aiswarya Prasad C harshita

shreya Gaikwad Ar. Mohak Chavan Twinkle Jadhav

Unnati Jain Gaurav Girija Indulkar

Aakash Sontakke Ankit Borawake Twinkle Jadhav

Aditya Sawalkar bhagyashree bandekar Harshita

vaishnavi Kolhe farida fidvi Hrishikesh J

Nipun Agarwal Asmita Khot Neha

Swapnil Wagh Harshita vishwaja dhankawade

Ninad Rewatkar Rutuj RUCHA KULKARNI

Siddhant Pawale Komal Neha

Krupa Ingale Aashay Mulate Sejal Chordiya

The attendees were awarded a certificate of participation for the webinar.
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Event Feedback:

A feedback form was circulated to the participants, the summary of the responses is attached
below:

Most of the student participants found the session relevant and are looking forward to a career
in the CRIP sector. The students were happy to know about the numerous possibilities in the
construction industry and NICMAR.
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Name of the Event: Periscope Session during the conference on ‘Blurred 

Boundaries: In search of an Identity’ 

Date: 24th to 26th September 2021 from 4:00pm to 4:30pm 

Venue: Online on Zoom platform 

Guests: Experts from the knowledge partner universities of the conference 

Coordinated by: Brick Conference team 

Objective: The objective of the event was to make students aware of the various courses in 

the knowledge partner universities of the conference. The session provided a platform to the 

students to directly receive information and interact with the experts from the universities. 

About the Guest: Experts from four international universities took part in the session.The 

session was coordinated by Brick faculty while the list of experts is as below: 

1. University of Adelaide, Australia- Hemant Singh, Swati Thakur and Nischint Vora 

joined from the University of Adelaide to brief students about the opportunities. 

2. Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia- Prof. Robert Fleming and his team had 

joined the session from TJU. 

3. Manipal Academy of Higher Eductaion (MAHE), Dubai- Ar. Dipti Shukla from 

MAHE, Dubai explained the students about courses at the university. 

4. University of Palermo, Italy 

Brief of the Session: 

The session was organized with an intent to expose students to the various career opportunities 

at the international universities. The universities got a platform to reach out to students not only 

from Brick School but also from other institutes. Students were able to to interact with the 

experts directly and clear their doubts.  

The session was divided in two parts- In the first part, the exoerrs from the university addressed 

the students and presented  the courses offered by them. This was followed by question and 

answers session. The presentations covered the following points- 

● Information about the courses offered including course details, credits, time duration, 

pedagogy followed and faculty involved 
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● Procedure and time to apply for the course 

● Application process including visa guidance 

The session was conducted parallely in four different meetings The session was opened to 

authors and delegates and they were given a choice to chose the university they are interested 

in. The same session was repeated for all the three days so students could listen to all the four 

universities. 

Few glimpses of the session are attached below: 

 

University of Adelaide, Australia 
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MAHE, Dubai 

 

 
University of Palermo, Italy 

 

 

The sessions were attended by all the delegates and authors of the conference. The recording 

of the sessions can be found on the following link- 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rM-Att6BypWt4dy4KcHeNo-2FfH9Z5Lr 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1rM-Att6BypWt4dy4KcHeNo-2FfH9Z5Lr
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Panel Discussion
Saturday, 25th September 2021 - Day 2

The panelists

Summary of the panel discussion

Panel Discussion 1
Saturday, 25th September - Day 2

The panelists

Ar. Bijoy Ramachandran
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Multidisciplinary International conference on

Blurred boundaries: In search of an identity

Panel Discussion
Saturday, 25th September 2021 - Day 2

The panelists

Bijoy Ramachandran is an architect and urban designer based in Bangalore. He is currently a partner
at Hundredhands. Bijoy has a Bachelor's degree in Architecture from BMS College, Bangalore
University, a Masters degree in Architecture & Urbanism from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, USA, and in 2012 he did the Glenn Murcutt Master Class in Sydney, Australia.
He is currently the Design Chair in the Department of Architecture, BMS College of Architecture,
Bangalore, serves on the Academic Councils of the Wadiyar Centre for Architecture Mysore and Avani
Institute of Design, Calicut and is a member of the Board of Studies of the Visvesvaraya Technological
University.Apart from architecture he has also made two films – ‘Architecture & the City: A Bangalore
Perspective’, a documentary feature on professional practice in the city and ‘Doshi’, on the Pritzker
award winning Indian architect and B.V. Doshi, directed by Premjit Ramachandran.

Ar. Pedro Aibeo
Pedro Aibéo is an internationally awarded Architect (M.Sc., Dipl. Ing., TU Darmstadt, Germany) and
Civil Engineer (M.Sc., Licenciatura, FEUP, Porto) with over 50 buildings designed and built in 18
countries, currently practicing at the Gamified Cohousing, which he is the CEO of. Aibéo is also a Kone
Säätiö Research Fellow, a Visiting Associate Professor at UNAM University, Mexico and at Wuhan
University of Technology, China, and a Doctoral Candidate at Aalto University, Finland on its research
of Architectural Democracy.

In arts and the public understanding of science, Aibéo is the founder and Artistic Director of Cidadania
theatre+games group, with written and directed theater plays at the United Nations on urban slavery
and astronomy. He runs an art gallery cooperative in Helsinki, Myymälä 2, teaches weekly drawing at
the croquis nights and at Kiasma in Helsinki and he is a graphic novel writer with its latest bestseller in
Portugal being on the topics of mathematics.
Aibéo is also the founder and Chairman of the "World Music School Helsinki” an international network
of schools teaching music as a language.

In politics, he is the Vice-Chairman of “Perpetuum Mobile” in its decade long work of offering protection
to artists at risk. He is a published current affairs author in several newspapers, and in 2017 Aibéo ran
as a candidate for the Helsinki Municipal elections under the Left Alliance List, but independent in terms
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of political affiliation.

Dr. Peter Scriver
Peter Scriver has played a leading role in the teaching of Architectural History, Theory and
Architectural Design, and the development of postgraduate research across the Built Environment
disciplines at the University of Adelaide since 1996. His research engages cultural and cognitive
approaches to the study of architecture and the broader built environment, with a particular focus on
colonial architectures and urbanism, and the professional networks and institutional frameworks in
which the design disciplines operate. Scriver’s books include After the Masters: Contemporary Indian
Architecture (1990), Colonial Modernities: Building, Dwelling and Architecture in British India and
Ceylon(Routledge, 2007), and India: Modern Architectures in History (Reaktion 2015, with Amit
Srivastava), a critical history of modern India through the lens of architecture.

Moderators

Dr. Poorva Keskar

She is the Director at VK:e environmental, a consultancy
firm with a mandate to consult on energy conservation,
green buildings and environmental planning.
Her practice has won the HUDCO national award for
outstanding green rated office building and the AESA
award for her LEED project for skf bearings in the year
2015. She serves as a member on various boards and
committees at national and local level in the areas of
energy efficient buildings, green buildings and sustainable
urban planning. Dr. Poorva is an expert with the bureau of
energy efficiency, ministry of power, has served as a
member of GRIHA technical advisory committee and is the
co-chair of IGBC Pune chapter.
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With a view to contribute towards urban sustainable development, she along with like minded
professionals formed an NGO ``Sustainability Initiatives''. The NGO works with a three pronged
objective of advocacy, awareness and training and research in the field of urban sustainability.
Dr. Poorva headed the department for environmental planning and architecture at Dr. B.N. college of
architecture, till June 2012. Currently she heads the brick school of architecture at Pune. She
spearheaded the structuring of syllabus for master’s program in environment architecture; Pune
university. She was the team member for structuring “computer aided interior design program” at
mksss, BNCA.
She has delivered expert lectures at Mejan arc university, Sweden, IIT powai, cept, Ahmedabad,
Rachana sansad Mumbai and many architecture colleges in Maharashtra, on architecture, energy
conservation in buildings and environment planning.
Dr. Poorva was given citation and recognition for her contribution to academics and profession by
Indian Institute of Architects in the year 2015.

Dr. Pushkar Sohoni Dr Pushkar Sohoni is an architect, an
architectural and cultural historian. He is an Associate
Professor and the Chair of the department of Humanities and
Social Sciences at the Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research, Pune. He has been a Postdoctoral fellow from
Indo-Persian Studies at the University of British Columbia,
Canada. He earned his Ph.D. from the University of
Pennsylvania and has a M.S. in Historic Preservation from
University of Pennsylvania School of Design. He has over 30
research papers published.
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Both Moderators had initiated the discussion by mentioning that with the melting geographies, there
are different threads of Blurring identities- mainly global and provisional identities .The 3 panelists have
very different perspectives about the identity. When asked about how the aspirations from the West and
real estate market are shaping Urban Agglomeration in Indian context Ar. Bijoy stated that it was Dr.
Peter Scriver’s books which gave us the background for understanding Indian modernity. He quoted
Prem Chandvarkar by stating a true identity can be understood through Palpability of Place, followed by
Dominic Dube’s ideas about India and its multiple identities within various Indian cities. The quest for
identity is a very wide spectrum,and to arrive at some kind of meaningful point during this discussion is
necessary.

Dr. Puskar Sohani asked Dr.Peter Scriver about the two opposing narratives, colonial modernity giving
various opportunities versus post colonial ideas of imposition of modernity as a great challenge. So,
with these notions in the background , if there is a need to frame some sort of Indian Identity?
Answering to this question Dr. Peter threw light upon his journey of conducting research in the Indian
Subcontinent. He mentioned how BritIshers brought the western typologies to India and tried to merge
it with Indian Architecture. This Amalgamation gave rise to a new kind of Architecture which was
replicated in some countries of Africa and Southeast Asia where British imperialism grew during the
20th century. This really suggests us to think about our real - true identity, which has been blurred
throughout the 19th and 20th century during colonialism.

Next question was to Ar. Pedro about his work on Architectural Democracy which is repurposing old
buildings to enhance the life of communities and local economies. He responded by telling us about his
ongoing Heritage building project which focuses on the aberrations in the Top down approach of
development of our cities. These projects make locals feel to be part of a community and enhance the
notions of local identity. The idea of not pulling down these Heritage buildings to give rise to new
concrete boxes was well received by Peter Scriver and he started building on the facts earlier stated by
Ar. Bijoy Ramachandran about “The central Vista Project”. He explained that the initial noise about this
project was about Heritage and environment but now it has become more of a political debate
questioning our Approach of Democracy. He mentioned that there could have been a grounded solution
of Adaptive Re-Use just like the methodologies earlier explained by Ar. Pedro. He compared our
government’s current actions to the Pompous act of Domination by Brits in 1912.The Brits didn’t take

5



Multidisciplinary International conference on

Blurred boundaries: In search of an identity

Panel Discussion
Saturday, 25th September 2021 - Day 2

The panelists

Indian Craftsmen during the process of development, thus distancing them from public participation.
This example was followed by Pedro’s similar example of Northern Macedonian rebellions where they
imposed Soviet architectural styles which was considered as a fake identity by the Local communities.
The conversation proceeded when Peter Scriver Asked Bijoy about his recent film ”Doshi” which
touched upon his work about dealing with Multiple Identities during his practice. Ar. Bijoy replied to this
by giving an example of Doshi’s Architectural School project where he considered himself both as a
student as well as a teacher while designing and his urge to follow Critical Regionalism as a design
development tool.

Offshotting from the conversation about the Banglore’s International center project of Ar. Bijoy, further
discussions were about the complexity of designing any Public space projects. He gave an example of
Correa’s kala Academy project, how the project is a cultural hub which created a sense of belonging in
the minds of local residents. Architecturally the design enables the building to open itself out to
welcome any user to reach to the river from the streets. This connection really brought the communities
together when there were demands of it getting demolished.

Upon asking the Last question to Peter Scriver, How is Indian Modernism different from the rest of the
World and how do the notions of modernity unify yet regionalise the world, Peter tried to take us
through the works of various contemporary modern architects, Its evolution taking into the systematic
approach of combining the wisdoms of vernacular Architecture with the ideas developed with the
industrial productions. We have always thought of answering questions of Indian identity of Modernity.
Dr. Peter Scriver was elated at the culmination of panel discussion, where a mix of panelists from
academia and practitioners touched on a range of issues from simple to complex things which greatly
affect our communities and societies. He said, Architects should be aspiring to learn from the projects
done in their studio which not only solve a particular issue at the time of construction but also tries to
solve obvious problems at the time but tries for solve more that was reckoned up in design that benefits
the communities.
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